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AT the annual general meeting of the governors of
the City of London Hospital for Diseases of the Chest,
Victoria Park, it was announced that the new wing of the
hospital was now complete, though not yet furnished, in
consequence of the want of funds. During the past year
773 in-patients and 13,538 out-patients had been under
treatment. The three senior physicians, Dr. Peacock, Dr.
Bennett, and Dr. Birkett, had been appointed consulting
physicians, though still continuing to discharge their hos-
pital duties as heretofore. The two senior assistant pby- ,,

sicians, Dr. Thorowgood and Dr. Sutton, had been appointed
physicians, and Dr. Berkart had been made assistant-

physician in place of Dr. Baumler, who had been appointed
to a professorship in Germany. 

!

THE Local Government Board have declined to comply
with the request of the Kensington Guardians that the
workhouse and the new infirmary should be under one
management. Mr. Longley, one of the inspectors from
Gwydyr House, attended at the last meeting of the guardians,
and spoke in favour of the separate system, and of the
desirability of placing the management of the infirmary in
the hands of a medical officer.

THE metropolitan vestries are vigorously protesting
against certain regulations of the water companies relating

. to water-fittings. The latter are described as being far too
costly for the purpose, while wanting in efficiency and
durability. The expense of providing the fittings is stated
to reach .860 in the case of a large West-end house, and to
be upwards of .810 in the case of a small cottage.

AT the last meeting of the St. PancrasBoard of Guardians,
a letter was read from the Local Government Board stating
that they had no power to sanction the payment of the costs
incurred by Dr. Hill in the late action brought against him
by a pauper for illegal detention in the workhouse. Our
readers will remember that the action in question was dis-
missed. 

__

THE St. George (Hanover-square) Board of Guardians
have decided that pensioners, while inmates of their work-
house, shall pay elevenpence a day for their keep.

AT the Clinical Society on this (Friday) night, Mr. Heath
will show the patient on whom he tied the left carotid
artery for aortic aneurism a year ago.

THE Obstetrical Society of Berliri elected Dr. George H.
Kidd, of Dublin, a corresponding member of their Society
at their anniversary meeting held on the 13th of February.

THERE were fifty-four candidates for the appointment of
medical officer of health for the Shropshire district, lately
conferred on Dr. Thursfield.

THE Association of Medical Officers of Health at their last

meeting resolved to petition against Dr. Brewer’s proposal
to continue private slaughterhouses in London.

EIGHTY additional beds are to be added to the new in-

firmary in connexion with the Chelsea Workhouse, at a

cost’of &pound; 2500. 
____

THE surgical instrument makers of Sheffield, whose wages
average about 25s. a week, are agitating for an advance of
fifteen per cent. 

__

A VIRULENT outbreak of yellow fever among the English
vessels at Rio de Janeiro is reported.

WE understand that dengue was prevailing as an epidemi(
in the Mauritius at the date of the last mails.

GENERAL COUNCIL OF MEDICAL
EDUCATION & REGISTRATION.

Session 1873.

’ WEDNESDAY MARCH 26TH.
THE session of the General Medical Council commenced

to-day at 2 o’clock, Dr. Paget, the President, in the chair.
Nearly all the members were present. The only new mem-
ber was Dr. Thos. Thompson Pyle, who was introduced by
Dr. Acland as the representative of the University of

Durham.
The PRESIDENT, in opening the session, said-Since we

last met, one of our members, Dr. Embleton, has resigned.
He was one of the original members of the Council ap-
pointed in 1858, and I am sure I express the opinion of all
the members of the Council when I say that we greatly
regret his absence, whoever may be his successor. He

certainly had the esteem and regard of all of us. He was
an honourable man, useful in the business of the Council,
and worthily representing the University that sent him here.
At the same time he was never unmindful of his other and
larger duties in connexion with the interests and welfare
of the profession. During the past twelve months some-
thing has been done towards the correction of the Register.
Some progress had been made in that direction at our last
meeting, and by the energy of the Registrar and the dili-
gence of the clerks, much more has been done since, so that I
hope the Register is now accurate. This has been brought
about by very great labour and not inconsiderable expense.
Permit me to say that the members of our profession would
do well if they would themselves pay some little attention
to this matter. The Register is, of course, the authoritative
evidence of a man being a legally qualified practitioner,
and every qualified member of the profession should take
care that the evidence of his qualification is complete. In

many cases it becomes incomplete through the inadvertence
or carelessness of those who do not intimate their change
of address to the Registrar, who cannot make any change
without the authority of the person himself. Our finances
during the year have been exceptionally flourishing and
good. The income has been unusually large, but of course
we must warn the Council that next year it is not likely to
be so large. The expenditure has been exceptionally small,
for which we are in a great measure indebted to the trouble
that has been bestowed upon the matter by the Treasurer
and the Executive Committee, and also by one person who
is not now present-I mean Mr. Hawkins. By a strict
examination into the details of the expenditure it has
been reduced to the smallest reasonable dimensions. The
fears, therefore, that were entertained by some persons two
or three years ago, when our expenditure exceeded our re-
ceipts, may be entirely dismissed, for we have abundance
for all our need. During the year something has been done,
and something, 1 am afraid, has been left undone, in regard
to the matter of conjoint examinations, the desirability of
establishing which has been again and again in the course
of the last two or three years affirmed by the Council. The

body established under the English scheme, called the Com-
mittee of Reference, has had very numerous sittings, and
has bestowed a great deal of time and trouble on this matter.
The Committee is composed of men amongst the busiest in
our profession, who have entered into this work as a labour
of love, whose services, had they been paid for, could only

, have been purchased by a large sum of money. These gen-
tlemen have drawn up in detail the regulations for carrying
out the scheme that has been approved by the Council. I

, am in a position to say also that these detailed regulations
. have already received the approval of the Royal College of

Physicians of London and the Royal College of Surgeons of
England. They have been sent out to the universities who
have joined in the scheme, and will, I doubt not, receive
also their approval; so that the scheme will soon be ready
to be carried into actual operation. I believe it is con-

templated to bring it into operation by October next. You
3 will remember that a wish was expressed by the Council at

its last meeting that the University of London and the
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Society of Apothecaries should join in the scheme, but, as come for the public good. With regard to the Queen’s
you know, some few difficulties presented themselves. You University in Ireland, though it is inauspicious that they
have had distributed amongst you a letter which I received have actually declined joining in the more recent negotia-
from the Master of the Society of Apothecaries in the tions for a conjoint scheme, they have distinctly expressed
beginning of December, and which has since found its way an opinion in favour of the principle of reducing the num-
into the medical journals. I have just had put into my ber of examinations that give entrance into the profession.
hands another letter, and I have the authority of the In truth, they have gone further than the other bodies have
representative of the Society of Apothecaries to read it to gone, for the chief objection to the scheme that they raise
you. It is a letter addressed to that Society from the is, that, being voluntary, it is possible that it may not be

Privy Council. It is dated March the 24th, 1873, and is as permanent, and they only wish for legislative sanction- to
follows :- make it binding. Of course this is a kind of piecemeal
"Sir,-I am directed by the Lord President of the Coun- reform; still it has been progressing from year to year.

cil to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th We, the Medical Council, have not the power to do it in any
ultimo, requesting information as to a Government measure other way. The powers given us by the Act of 1858 are
which you believe to be in preparation, for further enabling the smallest possible. This improvement, must be made by
the various licensing bodies of the medical profession to the bodies in Schedule A themselves. We have no power
unite in conducting their examinations. I am to inform to influence them except by our opinions. The power given
you that his Lordship, as at present advised, has decided us by the Medical Act, it is true, is not our only power..
not to introduce any such measure into Parliament. It has We have another, which it may be difficult to estimate, but
seemed to his Lordship that a measure of that merely per- which to my mind is incomparably greater than any powers
missive kind would not of itself secure a satisfactory im- conferred under the Medical Act-the power of discussing
provement in the present system of medical qualifications; these things publicly. Notwithstanding all the difficulties
and I am to say that his Lordship retains the opinion which in our way, I feel assured that this thing, sooner or later,
he expressed in 1869 and 1870 in his correspondence with will be accomplished. What is said here, if it be right, will
the General Medical Council, and on which he afterwards be adopted as a matter of opinion by the medical pro-
acted, with the full concurrence of that Council, in intro- fession and by the public; and when the public come to
ducing the Medical Bill of 1870-namely, that any Bill to know how much interested they are in having it done, it
be introduced on the part of her Majesty’s Government for will be insisted upon. I am only concerned as to the way
the amendment of the Medical Acts ought to be such as in which it is to be done. I hope it will be carried out
would cover all the ground where amendment of the Medi- without any sacrifice of the honour or dignity of the pro-
cal Acts is wanted, and as would therefore probably be, at fession, and without any interference with or infringement .

least for some time, a settlement of that branch of legisla- of the independence and the power of self-government, of
tion.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant, which the profession is very proud and, I think, wisely

"JOHN SIMON." jealous.
This letter was put into my hands, with permission to Mr. BRADFORD said that at the last meeting of the
read it, only five minutes ago; and, of course, upon so short t Council he held out an assurance that the Society of Apothe-
a notice, I am not prepared to make any remark upon the caries would do all in their power to enable them to join
matter; but I think I shall be prepared to make some re- in the proposed scheme, if it should be thought suitable.
marks upon the letter if it be brought before us hereafter Measures were taken by the Society to communicate with
for discussion. It seems to me that what the General the Government as to whether they would countenance a ’

Medical Council is trying to do, no doubt piecemeal and proceeding that would relieve the Society from certain legal
painfully, does, in fact, meet the very principles of the disabilities, some of them minute, but others of great im-
Medical Bill that was introduced by the Government two portance. A letter was addressed to the Lord President of
years ago. Moreover, it was in no respect the fault of the the Privy Council, and in order to obtain a satisfactory
Council that that Bill was not carried. It was a Govern- answer from the Government another letter was addressed
ment Bill, and if there be any blame attaching to anyone, to him during the last month, requesting information as to
it should be laid in the right place. This time last year it what measure the Government intended. The reply to that
was understood that there was a difficulty in the way of the letter had been read by the President.
University of London and the Society of Apothecaries The following gentlemen were appointed as members of
uniting in the scheme for English joint examinations ; but the Business Committee :-Dr. Andrew Wood, Mr. Bradford,
the difficulty was so subtle, so obscure, and so minute, that Dr. Aquilla Smith, and Dr. Leet.
it had actually, as far as the University of London was con- The following gentlemen were re-elected members of the
cerned, escaped for two years the notice and cognisance of Finance Committee :-Dr. Quain, Dr. Bennett, Dr. Sharpey,
that very distinguished body, the Senate of the University, Dr. Aquilla Smith, and Dr. Fleming.
including two influential Cabinet Ministers, some of the Communications respecting conjoint examinations re-

&eacute;lite of our profession, and five members of our own body, ceived in June and July last from the Royal College of
all of whom are unanimous in thinking that the removal of Physicians of Edinburgh, the Royal College of Surgeons
this obstacle would be for the good of the profession, and of Edinburgh, the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of
enormously for the welfare of the public. In Scotland, with Glasgow, the University of Edinburgh, the University of
regard to the subject of conjoint examination, I am afraid Glasgow, the University of Aberdeen, the University of St.
we have a very marked illustration of what I said before as Andrews, the King and- Queen’s College of Physicians in
to something being left undone. It will be seen that there Ireland, the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, and the
is in Scotland a difference of opinion on the subject ; but Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland, were ordered to be entered on
it is reasonable to make a decided exception in favour of, the Minutes, as were also certain other communications on
and in my opinion to the honour of, the University of Aber- the same subject, received from other bodies at subsequent
deen, which expresses an opinion quite in accordance with dates.
the opinions that have led to the formation of a tolerably At the suggestion of Mr. BRADFORD the following letter
comprehensive scheme in England. In Ireland the best from the Clerk of the Society of Apothecaries to the Pre-
step has been made in the year, beyond all doubt. Three sident of the Privy Council, referred to by him in his re-
of the most important medical authorities in Ireland have marks, was read :-
united in preparing a scheme, which in its general scope " February 27th.
seems to be an excellent one, and which in one respect is "My Lord,-Referring to the communication from the
more comprehensive than that which is being carried Medical Department of the Privy Council Office addressed
out in England, for it includes general as well as to my predecessor, dated the 4th of June, 1872, I shall be
professional education. Of course one regrets that of obliged by your informing me what progress has been
the five Medical Authorities in Ireland, only three have made in the preparation ot the measure alluded to in such
joined in the scheme. But when we consider the communication, also the probable date of its introduction
positive opinions expressed by the Apothecaries’ Hall of into Parliament."
Ireland, in a letter printed in our minutes last year, in favour Dr. ACLAND.-It would seem that much of the labour of
of such a scheme, and a subsequent letter printed in July, the Council has been useless. I say this because behind
expressing their adhesion to an amended scheme, it is quite the communication that has been read there is a very grave
clear that the difficulty is one of detail which may be over- matter affecting, as I understand it, almost all the bodies in

come for the public good. With regard to the Queen’s
University in Ireland, though it is inauspicious that they
have actually declined joining in the more recent negotia-
tions for a conjoint scheme, they have distinctly expressed
an opinion in favour of the principle of reducing the num-
ber of examinations that give entrance into the profession.
In truth, they have gone further than the other bodies have
gone, for the chief objection to the scheme that they raise
is, that, being voluntary, it is possible that it may not be
permanent, and they only wish for legislative sanction- to
make it binding. Of course this is a kind of piecemeal
reform; still it has been progressing from year to year.
We, the Medical Council, have not the power to do it in any
other way. The powers given us by the Act of 1858 are
the smallest possible. This improvement, must be made by
the bodies in Schedule A themselves. We have no power
to influence them except by our opinions. The power given
us by the Medical Act, it is true, is not our only power.
We have another, which it may be difficult to estimate, but
which to my mind is incomparably greater than any powers
conferred under the Medical Act-the power of discussing
these things publicly. Notwithstanding all the difficulties
in our way, I feel assured that this thing, sooner or later,
will be accomplished. What is said here, if it be right, will
be adopted as a matter of opinion by the medical pro-
fession and by the public; and when the public come to
know how much interested they are in having it done, it
will be insisted upon. I am only concerned as to the way
in which it is to be done. I hope it will be carried out
without any sacrifice of the honour or dignity of the pro-
fession, and without any interference with or infringement .

of the independence and the power of self-government, of
which the profession is very proud and, I think, wisely
jealous.

Mr. BRADFORD said that at the last meeting of the
Council he held out an assurance that the Society of Apothe-
caries would do all in their power to enable them to join
in the proposed scheme, if it should be thought suitable.
Measures were taken by the Society to communicate with
the Government as to whether they would countenance a ’

proceeding that would relieve the Society from certain legal
disabilities, some of them minute, but others of great im-
portance. A letter was addressed to the Lord President of
the Privy Council, and in order to obtain a satisfactory
answer from the Government another letter was addressed
to him during the last month, requesting information as to
what measure the Government intended. The reply to that
letter had been read by the President.
The following gentlemen were appointed as members of

the Business Committee :-Dr. Andrew Wood, Mr. Bradford,
Dr. Aauilla Smith, and Dr. Leet.

The following gentlemen were re-elected members of the
Finance Committee :-Dr. Quain, Dr. Bennett, Dr. Sharpey,
Dr. Aquilla Smith, and Dr. Fleming.
Communications respecting conjoint examinations re-

ceived in June and July last from the Royal College of
Physicians of Edinburgh, the Royal College of Surgeons
of Edinburgh, the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of
Glasgow, the University of Edinburgh, the University of
Glasgow, the University of Aberdeen, the University of St.
Andrews, the King and- Queen’s College of Physicians in
Ireland, the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, and the
Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland, were ordered to be entered on
the Minutes, as were also certain other communications on
the same subject, received from other bodies at subsequent
dates.
At the suggestion of Mr. BRADFORD the following letter

from the Clerk of the Society of Apothecaries to the Pre-
sident of the Privy Council, referred to by him in his re-
marks, was read :-

" February 27th.

" My Lord,-Referring to the communication from the
Medical Department of the Privy Council Office addressed
to my predecessor, dated the 4th of June, 1872, I shall be
obliged by your informing me what progress has been
made in the preparation ot the measure alluded to in such
communication, also the probable date of its introduction
into Parliament."

Dr. ACLAND.-It would seem that much of the labour of
the Council has been useless. I say this because behind
the communication that has been read there is a very grave
matter affecting, as I understand it, almost all the bodies in
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England. At the Convocation at Oxford, more than a year
ago, I stated, on the faith of what passed in this Council,
that the University of London, in particular, would join in
the labours of the other licensing bodies in this branch of
the country for the formation of a conjoint scheme; and I
have no hesitation in saying that, in my judgment, it was
that statement which, perhaps above all other considera-
tions, except the general conviction that it was a national
duty, induced our Convocation to give up their old privileges,
and agree to license no one who had not passed this conjoint
examination of yours. On a subsequent occasion I was

obliged to explain that the University of London had dis-
covered that it could not do what I had stated it was about
to do, and what I believe it is conscientiously desirous of
doing. It now appears, if I have not misunderstood the
communication which has been read, that the Government
not only will not assist that body, which has had so much
influence in the carrying out of this measure, but it tells us
at the last moment that it does not intend to do it. I
venture to say that no graver state of things can come
before the Council during the present session. In the con-
ferences which have taken place in London, and in the
efforts which have been made to form a complete system,
we have been acting all through on the faith of the possi-
bility of the scheme being carried out, and now it seems we
are checkmated by our masters, the Privy Council. I do
not know when Lord Ripon made up his mind to send this
ultimatum, which he must have known would be presented
to the Council. He understands this business thoroughly,
and I think that we must take this as a complete and care-
fully considered answer. I hope that we shall be enabled
to ascertain, before we proceed to consider the details of
these conjoint schemes, whether this is a final answer of the
Government-that they will not allow a conjoint scheme to
take place in this country. If it be so, it is useless to go on.
I hope that the Apothecaries’ Company will lay on the
table all the documents which led to this answer, in ordei
that we may see whether there is anything in the previous
stages of the correspondence that has any important bearing
on the matter.

Dr. SroBBAB.&mdash;Allow me in the fewest possible words to
state all the information that I can give on this subject, so
far as the University of London has been concerned. I
must first carry the Council back to the first day of the last
session, when, greatly to the surprise, no doubt, of many
members of the Council, it was found that the University
of London, which up to that time had taken a very earnest
and active part in the constitution of this conjoint examina-
tion, had to announce that the Attorney-General and the
Solicitor-General had given a decision to the effect that the
University could not do what it desired to do consistently
with its charter. It may seem strange that the Senate
should have gone on so long taking part in the scheme for
a conjoint examination without asking the authority of the
Secretary of State; but I own it never occurred to us that
there was any difficulty in the way. The usual course with
us is this: The University draws up its regulations, and
forwards them to the Secretary of State for the Home De-
partment for his approval. I repeat, the Secretary of State
for the Home Department, and not the President of the
Privy Council. We are never in the habit of sending to
the Secretary of State for permission to do this or that-
we simply frame our regulations, and then send them to
him for his approval. After everything had been arranged
between the different bodies in England, we sent on a regu-
lation for the approval of the Secretary of State, who, having
some doubts about the matter, forwarded it for the opinion
of the Attorney-General and Solicitor-General, who decided
that under the charter it was not competent for the Uni-
versity of London to do what they wanted to do. When
the question was discussed before the Council, a resolution
was passed to the effect that " the Council approve of and
sanction the conjoint scheme of examination submitted by
the Royal College of Physicians of London and the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, to which the Universities
of Oxford, Cambridge, and Durham have given their ad-
hesion. The Council has at the same time to express its
desire that means may be found by the University of
London and the Apothecaries’ Society to enable them to
join in the scheme." The very moment this resolution was
passed, I sent it to the Registrar of the University of London.
Steps were speedily taken to lay the whole question again

before the Solicitor-General, who was asked if by any means
the University of London could find any way of taking part
in this conjoint scheme. The answer was that we could not
do so under the charter. The next question was, Could it
be done by a supplemental charter ? No, it could not be
done by a supplemental charter. Then the question was,
how could it be done by Act of Parliament ? We imme-
diately set to work to see how it could be done. If we had
simply regarded our own interests, the simple way would
have been to introduce a Bill giving the University this
power. But we could not look at the resolution without
seeing that the Apothecaries’ Society was in the same posi-
tion as the University of London ; and it was within my
knowledge, and the knowledge of every member of the
Council, that the co-operation of the College of Physicians
and the College of Surgeons was not so simple a process
that it did not require a very careful handling. We had
also some whispers from the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge that, although they felt that their powers were
sufficient, it would not be amiss to have them strengthened
by an Act of Parliament. Then I had in my view the
general objection very properly raised in the Council, that
it was not desirable that bodies should go to Parliament for
special privileges, and that if advantages were sought, they
should be fairly distributed among all the bodies repre-
sented at the Council. We therefore thought that, instead
of going for a Bill for the University of London or for the
University and the Apothecaries’ Society, the best plan
would be to go for a Bill affecting all the bodies represented
in the Medical Council. The next question arose-how did
we know that all the bodies represented in the Council want
these powers ? 2  We, the University of London, have no right
to impose upon any body powers that it may not want.

I The idea then suggested itself to us that we should devise
an enabling Bill-a Bill which would untie the hands of all

i bodies who wished their hands to be untied, leaving alone
. those who did not desire to be loosened. The proposal was
; to this effect-that all the bodies mentioned in Schedule A

of the Medical Act should, if they desired it, have the
Dower, notwithstandins’ anv clause of a charter or section
of an Act to the contrary, to take part in any scheme of
conjoint examination. Having considered the question
fairly amongst ourselves, I assure you the University
Senate went zealously into the matter. You have said,
sir, that there are two Cabinet ministers in our Senate-
there are five Cabinet Ministers in the Senate, and five
members of this Council. There was no want of will, and
seemingly no want of power. There was some private com-
munication made to the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, and that was followed by a formal communica-
tion, proposing to him to introduce as a Government
measure a Bill in the terms that I have described. We re-
ceived an answer to the effect that it would be done. Just
about that time I met in society the Under Secretary for
the Home Department and the Solicitor-General. I spoke
to them about the matter, and the answer was, 11 Oh, yes;
we know all about it, and it will be done somehow."
Virtually the answer appeared to me almost to be, "You
need not trouble yourselves about it, because it is all
arranged to be done." If I had not had a good deal of ex-
perience in life, I should have been almost encouraged in
the belief that it was practically settled. We were expect-
ing a draft of the Bill to come to the Senate of the Univer-
sity for approval, but no draft came. We went on towards
the end of the session, when Dr. Sharpey and I one evening
found ourselves in conversation with a very distinguished
member of the Council of the College of Surgeons, who said,
in the ordinary way of chat, " By the way, they have put a
spoke in your Bill." "How is that?" we asked. " Oh,"
said he, 11 the Privy Council people found out what was
going on between you and the Home Office, and they have
claimed as their right that they are to deal with the Medical
Council, and not the Home Office." So it has passed on
from the Home Office to the Privy Council, and there it is
hung up. If I am wrong in any way I hope Dr. Sharpey
will correct me.

Dr. ALEXANDER WooD.-I hope nothing will occur to stop
these interesting revelations.

Dr. STORRAR.-The Council will not ask me for the
ipsissima verba; I may not be able to repeat a quarter of
what was said, but I will guarantee the substantial truth of
what I relate. I was a good deal pulled up by this, and, I
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own, a good deal annoyed. I said, " Well, we really ought
to have some explanation of this," when, looking towards
the door of the room, I saw Mr. Forster, the Vice-President
of the Council. As he is an old friend of mine, when he
came forward I pulled him into the circle and asked what
was the meaning of all this. "Well," said he, "if you had
introduced a private Bill it might possibly have been right
enough for the Government to consent to it; but, you see,
you saddle the Government with the responsibility of this
Bill, and it is for the Government fairly to consider whether
it should undertake that responsibility." I then said,
"You know, the University of London, being placed under
the Home Office, had no power to act otherwise than through
the Secretary of State." He replied: "These conjoint
examinations are all very well, but we have to look at this
question as an imperial one. It might be very well to 

Iestablish conjoint examinations under proper authority,
but at present at least, while the examinations are con- I
ducted by separate bodies, the country has a guarantee for
an adequate number of general practitioners being licensed.
Competition, whatever may be its injury in one respect,
has at any rate that advantage. If you were all to combine
together without let or hindrance, how could we know that
you might not raise the requirements and the fees in such
a way that before long the country would not be adequately
supplied with medical practitioners ?" Well, sir, my hair
had been brushed for the evening, but really I think it not
unlikely that it almost stood on end when I heard this
statement. I said, " Then why do you not do it yourselves ?
A Bill was introduced into the House of Lords last year,
and you dropped it." " Well," said he, "there was not an
evening in the House of Commons for passing it through
some stage, and we were getting on to the end of the
session-that is why it was dropped." However, there is
the most extraordinary fact that this Bill was carried
through the House of Lords, and dropped by the Govern-
ment in the House of Commons, and no more has been
heard of legislation. I was wondering whether something
more might not be heard of it this year, but nothing ap-
peared in the beginning of the session. The kind of dislo.
cation that has taken place by the Irish University difficulty
would prepare men for the kind of answer which has just
been read from Lord Ripon to the Society of Apothecaries.
It will be remembered that when the Council applied to the
Home Office for legislation to strengthen Clause 40 of the
Act they could get nothing from them ; the Council then
changed their course, and went to the President of the
Privy Council, and after some delay a letter was received
from Mr. Simon, the gist of which was: " We understand
what you’want. We shall be perfectly ready to do this, but
Government would not be prepared to introduce a Bill unless
it covered a broader field. What we propose is that you
should enter into conjoint examinations to put a stop to
this system of single or half qualifications for the future;
if you are prepared to assent to this the President of the
Council will be ready to acquiesce." We announced our readi-
ness to assent to this. A Bill was drawn, and in all its

essentiality it received the approval of a large majority of
this Council. It was then introduced into the House of
Lords, and was afterwards dropped. Under these circum-
stances the different licensing bodies in England said to
themselves, "This conjoint examination is so desirable a

thing that if the Government will not help to do it by an
Act we will see if it cannot be done by ourselves." Accord.
ingly we set to work at this very thing which was the con-
dition of the Government introducing a Bill to strengthen
Clause 40. The University of London and Apothecaries’
Hall find themselves in a difficulty, and they take the course
which I have already described t3 overcome it. Then the
Privy Council interfere, and the whole thing is hung up.
The conclusion of the letter from the Lord President is
most astounding-that the Government will not assent to
any movement that does not cover the whole field. Why,
that is what we have assented to all along. We are not the
obstacles, but the Government. We are now in this ridi-
culous position : we assent to the Government doing a thing
which they wish to do and which afterwards they refuse to
go on with, and they will neither move themselves nor
allow us to move. I do not know whether this stoppage is
the fault of the President of the Council or of the Vice-
Presiaent, or of that "fierce light that beats upon a

throne." At all events, the thing has come to a dead lock.

I have reason also to believe that when it came to a dead
lock there was a pretty sharp conflict between the Home
Office and the Privy Council Office.

Dr. BENNETT said he could confirm the accuracy of the
statement of Dr. Storrar. The question was a most serious
one, but he thought it was premature to assume that the
scheme for conjoint examinations was "hung up."

Dr. ACLAND also confirmed the accuracy of Dr. Storrar’s
statement, and added that he could hardly regard the letter
from’the Lord President as an ultimatum. If it were so, it
was impossible for the Council to continue the work.

Sir WM. GULL thought that the letter of the Lord Presi-
dent was the most astounding document that could be
thrown at their heads in the present stage of their proceed-
ins. One of the most distinguished ministers of the
Cabinet, sitting in the Senate of the University of London,
promised him (Sir W. Gull) to give what assistance he could
to the enabling Bill. The obstruction to all advancement,
he said, was non possumus, and therefore it would be betterto make everything possible. He was therefore astonished
to find the Privy Council advocating the doctrine of non .

possumus. It was of the highest importance that the

Council should understand where it was. It was a very
grave matter for the members to be called away from their
duties, and to be told that their efforts were useless. He
would propose that the President be requested to wait to-
morrow morning on the Lord President of the Council, to

ascertain whether the resolution stated in the letter wasto be considered final. He did not see how they could go
on. He certainly would not attend the Council under suchcircumstances. Government wrote to him asking him to

. leave his active duties and take a seat at the Council, and
, when he had been working there a year or two he wasI told : " You may work as much as you like; we do not in-
l tend to help you."
. Dr. ALEX. WOOD suggested that the question be taken up
i first at the sitting to-morrow, and that then Sir William

Gull’s proposal should be considered.
- Dr. ACLAND thought that that would be an unnecessary
- loss of time, and that the views of the Lord President should

be ascertained without delay.
t Sir R. CHRISTISON said it would be useless to waste time

by discussing the question without knowing the exact posi-
tion of affairs.

Dr. ALEX. WOOD deprecated any premature action, and
said it would be inconsistent with their dignity to send to the
Lord President until they had determined what course they
would pursue.

Dr. STORRAR seconded the proposal for an immediate
communication with the Lord President, and suggested
that the Council should be exceedingly cautious about com-
mitting itself to any opinion.

Dr. QUAIN thought that the letter from the Lord Presi-
dent was sufficiently explicit, and that no more definite
information would be obtained at an interview.

Dr. ALEX. WOOD proposed, and Dr. ANDREW WOOD
seconded, the following amendment:&mdash; That this Council
consider it premature to hold any communication with Her
Majesty’s Government until the Council has had time to
consider the letter already before it, and decide on a course
of action."
The amendment was carried by a majority of 10 to 7.

l On its being put as a substantive motion,
Dr. ACLAND ursred that it would be impossible to discuss

the question with any effect unless the Council were in-
formed as to the intentions of the Government. He doubted
the propriety of the Council placing itself in the clutches
of any Government department whatever. If the Council
were merely to do what it was directed to do by letters from
secretaries of departments its serious functions as a national.
educating body would virtually come to an end.

Dr. FLEMING thought it would be time enough to go to
the Privy Council when the Medical Council had decided
upon some course of action. Nothing further would be
obtained from the Privy Council than was already before

, them in the official letter addressed to the Apothecaries’
Company. 

-WOOD, Dr.After some remarks from Dr. ANDREW WooDj Dr.
! BENNETT suggested that the last words of the motion,
. 11 and decide on a course of action," should be omitted. Dr.
t, Andrew Wood assented to the suggestion.
. Dr. HUMPHRY said the question which the Privy Council
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should be asked was whether Government were determined
to oppose an enabling Bill. Without an answer to that
question the Medical Council could not well deliberate.

Dr. ALEX. VVOOD said it was premature to assume that
the Medical Council wanted an enabling Bill.
The motion was then carried.
Communications were read from the King and Queen’s

College of Physicians in Ireland with reference to a scheme
of conjoint examinations, and were ordered to be entered on
the Minutes.
A similar course was pursued with reference to com-

munications of a like character from the Royal College of
Surgeons of Ireland and the University of Dublin.
A communication was read from the Queen’s University

in Ireland, stating that the University had granted diplomas
in midwifery, and requesting that such diplomas might be
entered on the Register.

Sir D. CORRIGAN explained that the certificates in mid-
wifery were granted by the University in order to meet
-certain requirements of the Poor-law Commissioners of
Ireland.

After some discussion on the subject, Dr. STORRAR moved,
and Sir R. CHRISTISON seconded,-" That the question of the
admissibility of the certificates on the Register be submitted
to the opinion of counsel."

Dr. A. SMITH opposed the motion, and moved as an
amendment, that the Council should decline to register the
diplomas in midwifery, leaving it to the Queen’s University
to take legal advice on the subject.
The amendment was lost and the original motion was

carried.
A memorial was read from certain ladies, requesting that

the Council would recommend the institution of a searching
examination for the purpose of "differentiating" properly
qualified women from the class of unskilled midwives.
On the motion of Dr. ANDREW WooD, seconded by Dr.

PARSES. the memorial was referred to the Committee on the
Medical Qualification of Women.
A memorial was read from Mr. James Cooper Pigg,

M.B.C S. E. and L.S.A., praying to be restored to the Regis-
ter, his name having been erased under the 14th section of
the Medical Act, accompanied by a deed showing that he
had changed his name to James Cooper Cooper. The
Council ordered the name to be entered on the Register on
the production of sirfficient evidence of identity.
A memorial was read from certain medical practitioners

at Redruth, Cornwall, respecting John Permewan, now prac-
tising at Redruth, whose name had been erased from the
Medical Register. The memorial set forth that in March,
1866, John Permewan was convicted of felony and sen-
tenced to seven years’ penal servitude; that in May, 1866,
his name was erased from the Register, and also from the
list of members of the College of Surgeons of England;
that in 1871 he was discharged on a ticket of leave; that in
March, 1872, he obtained a licence from the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians of Edinburgh after an examination,
and shortly afterwards settled in Redruth as a medical
practitioner, obtaining appointments, and styling himself
"Dr. Permewan." A letter was also -read from Dr.
Haldane, of the College of Physicians of Edinburgh, stating
that Permewan was admitted to examination in consequence
of his (Dr. Haldane’s) having omitted to refer to the list of
names erased from the Register; and that Permewan pro-
duced to the officer of the college his diplomaof the College
of Surgeons of England.
A short discussion followed, in which it was stated by the

President that the Council, having removed Permewan’s
name from the Register, could do no more, and that it was
for the memorialists to institute any prosecution that might
be deemed necpssary. The representative of the College of
Physicians of Edinburgh not being present when the sub-
ject was brought forward, the discussion. was adjourned at
the termination of the sitting of the Council.

THURSDAY, MARCH 27TH.
The Council was occupied to-day in considering the

desirability of communicating with the Government in
reference to the proposed scheme of conjoint examinations.
A motion was proposed by Sir Wm. GULL,-" That the

President of this Council and four members of it be ap-
pointed a deputation to ascertain from the Government

whether they are willing to aid the Council in the removal
of any legal difficulties that may exist in carryiug out the
objects of Clause 19."
To this motion an amendment was moved by Dr. Anx.

WOOD and seconded by Dr. FLEMING,&mdash;" That the Council
find that several unexpected difficulties stand in the way of
forming conjoint examining boards in the three divisions of
the kingdom; that it appears that no such combination
can be legally formed without an enabling Act of Parlia-
ment, which the Government are unwilling to introduce
except on conditions which will imperil the independence of
the profession; that under these circumstances the Council
is of opinion that it would be inexpedient at present to
press conjoint schemes, and that the Council resume the
visitation of examinations with a determination to improve
existing examinations whenever they may seem to require
it." The motion. and amendment were discussed at con-
siderable length, and the debate was adjourned at the rising
of the Council. 

0

CLERKENWELL COUNTY COURT.

JAS. DAVISON, L.R C.P. EDIN., V. T. C. KING, TRAGEDIAN.

AN important decision was given at the Clerkenwell

County Court this week, as affecting the liability of parents
for the medical attendance on members of their families
after the attainment of their majority, and also as affecting
Licentiates of the Royal College of Physicians in sueing for
medical attendance and medicines.
In this case Mr. T. C. King was sued for attendance on

and medicines supplied to his son, who was a pupil at a
boarding-school when the attendance commenced. The

young man was twenty-three years of age, but his board,
education, and lodging were paid for by his mother, and,
according to her statement, unknown to his father. He
became ill of rheumatic fever in January, 1871, and was
attended at the school till the 3rd February, when he was
removed to his father’s house. The attendance was con-
tinued there till 28th February, when he was left as well.
In March of the same year he attempted to commit suicide by
swallowing a liniment containing a large quantity of strong
solution of ammonia, previously having taken eight grains
of opium. Mr. King’s servant called Dr. Davison at the
request of Mrs. King, and Mr. King himself accompanied
the policeman, the doctor, and his son to the Royal Free
Hospital.
The defence was non-liability, because the son was a

major. No exception was taken to the charge made for
medicines,-because no separate and specific charge was
made. The medicines were included in the charges made
for medical attendance on a medical case.
The Judge ruled that by implication, if not otherwise,

the father must have known of the attendance on his son
at his house, and consequently held him liable.

Correspondence.

H&AElig;MATOZOA.

"Audi alteram partem."

I 
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-Without attempting at any length to record my
views respecting the origin and development of the para-
sites discovered by Dr. Lewis, will you permit me to correct
one or two errors into which others than myself have fallen
in connexion with the hsematozoa of the day.
In the excellent paper by Assistant-Professor F. H. Welch

which appeared in your last issue, the author has described
the dog’s haematozoon as referable to the so-called 8 _piro_ptei -a

, sanguinolentta. This is au error; and it is one for which I
believe I was originally responsible. Several other writers,

I including the late Dr. Baird, have been in the habit of


